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ITS A?-:~ PONTIAC! ON A NEVV WIDE-TRACK/ 


New track-to-body proportion! The track is the width between 

the wheels. Pontiac '61 is the only Wide-Track car. And now that we've 

trimmed body width, more weight is balanced directly between the 

wheels. You ride with greater poise, maneuver with firmer control. 

More room, more comfort inside! America's favorite road car is 

roomier for '61. Headroom, rear legroom, and footroom have been in­

creased on many models. Seats are higher, yet there's more clearance 

~~~


under the steering wheel. Doors are wider, swing open farther . 

Powered by the new, fuel-saving Trophy V-8 Engine! New fuel 

induction system gives this new free-breathing engine more air, makes gas 

go further. Eleven versions to select from. Horsepower ranges from 215 

to 348. For best economy, specify the Troph y Economy V-8. Its lower 

compression ratio lets you use regular gas. Add it all up . .. it's the 

new Wide-Track way to travel. Try it! 

BON N I \ 

B 


~ 

The rich warmth of genuine leather is standard on the 

Bonneville Convert ible. It comes in four exclusive color 

combinations accented with Morrokide. Seven vinyl top 

colors are available. Bucket seats are optional at extra cost. 



215 

BONNEVILLE VISTA 
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BONNEVILLE SPORTS COUPE 

Bonneville 
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Ive color 

ifinyl top 

'xlro cost. 

Motoring doesn't come any finer than in the elegant 

Bonneville by Pontiac ... the only Wide-Track car! 

You enjoy the spine-tingling response of a fiery 303 

h.p. * Trophy V-8 power plant with 4-barrel carburetor, 

389-cu.-in. displacement and 425 Ib./ft. torque. (Other 

power options are listed in the specifications on last 

page.) If you have a strong hankering for action and 

luxury, the Bonneville's for you. 

There's elegance all around you when you ride 

Bonneville style. The Bonneville doesn't stop its soft, 

deep loop pile carpeting at the noar; it extends up 

into the door panels. Other niceties are: padded hand 

assist roil on the cushioned instrument panel ... olumi­

num seat ends and side panels ... custom steering 

wheel. Let your fingers linger on the lovely interior 

materials ... let your eyes admire the tailoring ... 

and relax to every appointment in this most enticing 

of all Pontiacs. 
'Wilh Super Hydro·Molic . on ex/ 'c·c os l opl io n 

Bonneville Sporls Coupe and Visla models combine striped 
wool and nylon cloths with Jeweltone Marrakide in five 

handsome color choices or all Morrokide in four selections. 
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In Ihe Star Chief, you stretch oul in seals probably 

wider Ihan you r living room sofa. To suit your good 
tasle are custom steerin g wheel; Iwin instrument panel 

ash trays; special Star Chief instrument panel design; 

and inter ior trim reserved for you as a discriminating 

Star Chief owner. 

STAR CHIEF SEDAN 

Star Chief 
Here's a superb, proud car that shores its quality with 

no other car. Size, luxury, weight-and downright hand­

someness-put thi s Wide-Track Pontiac in a closs all by 

itself for comfort and sheer drivi ng pleasure. The long 

w heelbase con tr ibutes to the matchless Star Chief ride. 

Superb interior decor means day-in, day-out pride. 

Real Star Chief excitement begins at the to uch o f 

yo ur toe, from a 283 h p'* Trophy V-8 that just begs to 

go. Owning the Star Chief is a wonderfu l feeling .. . 

and it costs so little more. 
'With Super Hydra·Mati c 

STAR CHIEF VISTA 





Ventura 
This is the step up only the Wide-Track Pontiac makes possib le . Almost any budget 

wi ll toke this luxu ry in easy stride: Full carpeting ; exclusive Morrokides (you'd love 

them in your living room); the fina l touch of extra fashion and styl ing all around. 

Your dealer will be very glad to show yo u how much more you get for so little more. 

Custom appointments distinguish Ventura series interiors. Five 

co lor choices in Jeweltone Morrokide offered. Deep loop pile 

carpeting runs wa ll to wall. Here is true luxury at moderate cost. 

V ENTURA SPORTS COUPE, FORE GROUND; V ENTURA V IST A, BACKGROUND 
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CATALINA SPORTS COUPE 

Catalina 
Look anywhere-you won't find a car even on the pedal-there's a 267 h.p.· Trophy V-8 

close to the Catalina in price that provides just raring to go. You can see right here how 

the pleasure of the wonderful move to Pon­ good it looks. Your Pontiac dealer has one 

tiac. . the only W ide-Track car. Go easy handy to show you just how good it feels. 
·W;/h Super Hydra·Ma/;c 

Catalina Sports Coupe and Vista models 

combine a strikingly striped pattern cloth with 

Morrokide in five beautiful three-tone color 
combinations. The floor covering is deep loop 

pile carpet ing with vinyl surfaced rubber. 
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CATALINA 

All this is standard equipment on the Catal ina, and 

you won't find another car that offers so much: 

Electr ic wipers ... cigarette lighter .. . dual sun 

visors, .. push-button door locks, .. automatic 

interior lighting .. , 15 acrylic lacquer Magic-Mirror 

fin ishes, .. foot-operated parki ng brake ,. front 

stab ilizer bars .. . 8 :00 x 14 tubeless tires (except 

Safaris-8 :50 x '14) . , , dual armrests front and rear 

... front and two rear ash trays, , . crank-operated 

ventipanes . , . two individually control'led air vents 

. .. instrument panel snack bar .. . trimmed trunk 

, .. Safety Plate Glass all around ... foam front 

seat padding. 
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SPORTS SEDAN 



Bonneville Custom Safari upholstery includes genu­
ine pleats in Jewelta ne Morroki de, ae ra ted fo r 

a dded comfort. Three tri-tone color combinotions. 
Deep . loop pile wa ll -to -wa ll carpe ting with stai n­
less steel protective ski d strips in load a rea . 
Cato lina Safaris o ffer five Jewe ltone Morrokide 

BONNEV tLLE CUSTOM 

three-tone color choices, with combination loop pile car­
peting and vinyl surfaced rubber floor covering in passen­
ger areas. Catalina load floors are e mbossed vinyl mat. 

SAFARI 



CATALINA 6- PASSENGER SAFARI 

J 

Safa,i 


SAFARI 

• 

Wha tever you want in a stati o n wag o n-you get it in extra measure in a Pontiac Safari. 

Elegance') Choose the Bonneville Custom Safari and enjoy exclusive Bo nneville luxury 

including deep loop pile carpeting throughout and matchless interi ors. 

Utility w ith lu xu ry,) Then select a Catalina Safari-6- o r 9-passenger. In both models a ll 

but th e fr ont sea t fold nush w ith the noor. Rear window is retractable-cronk-operated o n the 

6-passenger (power-opera ted optional) . Power opera tion is standard on the 9-passenger . 

Wide-Trock Pontiac Safaris give new roadabili ty, soft ride and resistance to cross w inds. 

You get enclosed sto rage provisions on all Salmi models in the new luggage locker beneath 

the rea r compartment fl oor. Almost 8 cubic leet of locker space is available on two seat 

mo dels; aproximately 4.5 cubic feet o n three sea t models w ith th ird seat fo lded. 

Catalina G-passenger and 

Bonnevi"e Custom Safaris 


With second se at folded-3 pas ­

sengers . over 8 feet of load 

length or 36.2 sq. ft. of fl oo r area 

(tailgate closed). Allowab le load 

plus driver-l ,050 Ibs. Open tail ­

gate adds over 2 feet of load space.


'..,.. 

Catalina G-passenger and 

Bonneville Custom Safaris 


With both seats up -6 passengers 

plus 300 Ibs. of cargo .. 5 ft. of load 

length or 18.5 sq. ft. of fl oo r area 

(tailgate closed). Allowable load 

with driver-I ,050 Ibs. Open tail ­

gate adds over 2 fl . of load space . 


~s_ 

Catalina 9·passenger Safaris 
Capacities same as above first and 
second sea t arrangements. Nine 
passengers with foldable rear seat 
up. Electrically operoted, dash­
controlled tailgate wind ow standard 
(extra cost on other Sa fari mode ls). 

CATALIN A 9-PASSENGER 
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THE ONLY WIDE-TRACK CAR 

Nothing takes to the road like a Wide-Track Pontiac. 

Body and chassis are completely integrated to Pon­

tiac's exclusive Wide-Track design. Steering is more 

precise . . . control is firmer ... ride is smoother and 

steadier. Weave, lean, sway and wind-drift are very 

noticeably lessened . You feel a mastery of control 

you've never known before-a sense of security and 

stability no narrower track car has achieved. 

ElEVEN NEW TROPHY V-8 POWER CHOICES 

Performance minded? No o ther cor in Pon tiac's field 

offers so many engine-transmission-axle options. And 

all of Pontiac 's power teams offer improved fuel in­

duction system; higher performance; more efficient 

new intake system. New use of aluminum reduces 

dead weight. New oil pan requires only four quarts 

at change time (five quarts with filter change). 

NEW FRONT SUSPENSION 

SignifICant advancements provide a smoother, softer 

ride. Front lower control arms are swept back for 

Cinti-dive control. Springs and shock absorbers are 

luned for maximum softness with steadiness. 

NEW PERIMETER FRAME 

Y()lJ ride in it, not on it-surrounded by heavy steel 

', ide members. This new design permits lowering the 

liON, allows more comfortable chair-height seats. 

NEW FOUR-LINK REAR SUSPENSION 

Even washboard roods knuckle under to Pontia c's 

entirely new rear suspension system. You get a softer 

ride, shake is virtually eliminated and cornering 

stability is greatly increased. 

FLEXIBLE JOINT STEERING GEAR 

See a, bump ahead? You'll scarcely feel it at the 

steering wheel because Pontiac's flexible coupling 

cushions road shock, minimizes wheel fight. New on 

manual steering models. 

TWO NEW, IMPROVED 


SUPER HYDRA-MATIC TRANSMISSIONS. 


A completely new, lighter, compact and simplified 

three-speed Hydra-Matic transmission is available on 

Catalina and Ventura model s. A heavier unit is offered 

on the larger Star Chief and Bonneville series. 

FOUR-SPEED STICK TRANSMISSION. 

Wont the ultimate in performance? You get it with 

Pontiac's four-speed, floor-mounted, Syncromesh 

transmission (stick shift). Here is precision shifting at 

its exciting best. Available on special order. 

AIR-COOLED, TRUE CONTOUR BRAKES 

Stops are smoother, surer. Brake life is longer, because 

cooling flanges capture air, dissipate heat. Generous 

linings (precision fit to lining and drum) and exl ra ­

large front cylinders increase brake life clIId efficiency. 

Pedal-to-piston travel ratio is improved for better 

pedal feel, especially when linings are worn. 

1961 PONTIAC SPECIFICATIONS 

GENERAL DIMENSIONS: Tread, 62Y . Wheelbase, Catalina and Ventura , 119', Star 

Cnief and Bonneville, 123". Over·all length, Catalina and Ventura, 210', Star Chief and 

Bonneville, 217", all Safar is 209.7" . Over·all width , 78.2'. 

CHASSIS-FRAME: Perimeter design with box section structure. Entire passenger com· 

partment is encircled by heavy steel side members. Five crossmembers join parallel side 

bars for engine and body mounti ng. 

WHEELS AND TIRES: 14 x 6K steel disc wheels with 8.00 x 14 four·ply low pressure 

tubeless tires. 8.50 x 14 standard on Safari Station Wagons and all cars equipped with 

air conditioning, available on all mod els at extra cost. 

FRONT SUSPENSION: Ball joint independent front suspension . Large diameter, low 

rate coil springs. Torsion ·action front stabilizer bar. 

FOUR LI NK REAR SUSPEN SION: Angle mounted upper and lower control arms. Large 

diameter, low rate coil sprin gs. Drive and torque taken through control arms. 

STEER ING: Link parallelogram with recirculating ball bearing gear. Over ·all ratio, 

Manual-29:1, with optional Power, 22 :1. 

BRAKES: Air cooled , internal expanding hydraulic type. Two shoe, single anchor. Drum 

diameter-front, 11 ", rear, 11 ' . Tota l area, 191 sq. in. 

TRANSMISS ION AND DRIVE TRAIN : Hydra·Matic transmission optional at extra cost. 

Two 3·speed synchromesh transmissions are available. 4·speed synchromesh trans­

mission avai lable (on special order) with high performance engines only. For more 

specific information see your dealer. Sa fe- T -Track differential optiona l at low extra cost. 

BODY-CONSTRUCTION : Fisher all ·steel body with reinforced side rocker panels. 

Safety Plate Glass in every window . " Magic Mirror" acrylic lacquer on all model s. 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM : 12 volt syste m, 53 amp battery with 8.6:1 compression engines, 

61 amp battery with 10.25:1 or 10.75:1 engines. 

ENGtNE-GENERAL DESCRIPTION : Trophy V-8-short stroke 90 ° V-8 design . Hydraulic 

valve lillers. Bore and stroke 4'/,. x 3¥. ". Displacement 389 cu. in . Alloy cast iron block, 

5 main bearings with 3" journals. Ta xable ,horsepower 52.8. 


QUICK REFERENCE ENGINE DATA 

Cam- Max. M... Standard 
Engine Transmission pression TorqueHorsepower Rear Axle 

Ratio ,t R.P.M. ,t R.P. M. R..tia 
Std . Tra nsmi ssion 
Catal ina, Ventura , 8.6:1 215 @ 3600 390 @ 2000 3.23 :1 

Trophy V-S Star Chief - -Hyd ra-:MalicZ-BBl 267 @ 4200 405 @ 2400 2.69:1 
(C) (V)Std. Tra nsmission (C) (V) (C) (V)

Catalina. Ventura . to.25 :1 283 @ 4400 413 @ 2800 2.87 :1 
(S) _(S)Star Chief (S)- -Std. Transmission 


_~onneville Only _ 
 8.6:1 235 (a, 3600 402 @. 2000 f- 3 . 2~.Trophy V-S 

4-BBl 
 Bonneville with 

Std. 
 Hydra- Matic and 


Star Chief with 
 10.25 :1 303 @, 4600 2.87 :1 425 @' 2800 
4-BBL Opt. -Manual Trans. 


Calalina. Ventura . 
 8.61 235 @ 3600 402 @, 2000 3.23:1 
Star Chief4-BBL Carburetor 


Optional 
 ------.JYdra -Ma tic 2.69:1 
Transmissio n (C)
Catalina and 10.25:1 287 @, 4400 417 @ 2400 2.87 :1 

Ventura (V) 
Heavy Dut y


3-Speedor 4-Speed 
 10.75:1 318 @ 4600 430 @ 3200 3.23 :1 Trophy V-S Manual Trans.
w/Tri-Power 

Hydra-Matic 2.69 :1 (C) 3 Z-BBl 
Transmission 10.75:1 318 @ 4600 430 @3200 2.87 :1 

(S)(V)(B) 
--Trophy V-S 

Economy Hydra-Matic 230 @, 40008.6 :1 380 @ 2000 2.56 :1' 
Special Z-BBl Only 


(B)- Bonneville Models. (C)-Catalina Model s. (V)-Ventura Models. 

(S)- Star Chief Model s. 'AII cars equipped with Air Conditioning use 2.87 :1. 

333 H.P. and 348 H.P. Trophy V-8 A Engines ava ilable on special order. 


NonCE: All opl ions not ed herein. includin& whitewall Pontiac Motor Di ... i5ion of General Motors Corporahon 
lues, special Catalina Custom Trim. radios and healers reserves the right to ma~.e changes at any time. with ­
Illustrated on some modets, are extra -cost equipment out notice. in colors. materials. eQu ipment . speci fica ­
IIllles!> otherwise sPe<irted. Ref eren ce to jnleltor tions. prices and modelS -and also to discontin ue 
htathel ctpplles to prime surf ace area 01 seat cushions models. The rip"hl is also reserved to cha nfl,e specifica ­
and bctcks eICcepl for decorative accents ~sk your tions. pans. or equlpmenl without i ncurring obligation 
dealer for informalion on specia t equi pment you deSIre to equip car!; buill pri or 10 date of chanle. 



Custom-build your Pontiac (just as you want it) 

Pontiac offers the widest selection of optional equipment and accessories . Use th is 

check list to help order your new Pontiac personally built to your dr iv ing needs. See 

your dealer or salesman about other Pontiac-engineered items available. 

FACTORY-INSTALLED GROUPS 

D Basic group: Circ·l-Aire hea ter and d e· lamp (under hood on Salaris) • Courtesy lamps 
Iroster • Super Deluxe radio • Bad·up lamps (standard on Catalina Convertible and all Bonne· 
• Heavy duty air cleaner· Full·naw oil filter villes) • lighter and ash tray lamps • Parking 
• Custom latex loom Irant cush ion broke warning lamp 

D De luxe basic group: Some as above ex­ D Safety group: Windsh ie ld washers • Sale­
cept with Separa-Phonic rear speaker and guard speedomeler • Instrument ponel cushion 
automa tic signa I-seeking rodio (standard on Bonneville) 

o Mirrar group : Outside rear-view mirror . In­ D Decor group: Ca talina on ly: Custom steer·
side n~:>n-glore tilt mirror. Visor vcnily mirror 

ing wheel • De luxe wheel discs " Custom trim 
D lamp group: Glove compartment lamp • moldings • Right -hand extra ash troy lor pas · 
luggage compartment demountable extension ser.ge r 

INDIVIDUAL OPTIONS AND ACCESSORIES 

D Sale -T-Track differenlial D E-Z-Eye tinted gloss D Power steering D Magi-Cruise 

D Circ-l-Aire Air condi tioning D Hydra·Matic Drive D Power brokes D Power seat 

D Power window lifts (Iront and rear) D Circ -l -Aire heater and delraster 

D Economy regulor-Iuel Trophy V-8 (no extra cos t with Hydra-Mat ic) 

Circ- l -Aire Air Conditioning-Air condilioning is Power Seats-Women like this easy way to adiust 

a yea r-round comfort; main ta ins oil-season tem­ seals when two people drive th e same car. 

pera ture jus ! where you want it ; filters out dust Six-way fin ge r- lauch adiuslmenl, la.ward. back­

and pollen; lets you enioy rodio in noisy traffic word , up ,and down; forward and backward 

wilh windows closed; eliminates window logging till provide instanl odiustmenf while driving /0 


in roin. Today's fastest-growing accessory thaI minimize latigu e on long trips . 

retains much of ils value 01 trad e-in lime . 


··Wonder-Tou ch ·· Power Brakes-Yau·/1 be su r­
Circ-L-Aire Heater and Defroster-Full-Flow air prised how Panlioc provides so lighl a feel wilh 
movement through entire interior. Push -bUllon su ch positive conlrol. Even quick s tops are 
con/rol. Directs worm air 10 rear camportmenl 5moolher. surer ond easier, 
by iel-type nozzles. 

Magi-Cruise - II you do much turnpike driving.
··Wonder-Tauch·· Power Steering-less Ihon Iwo 

you'JI wonl thi s outoma /i c con lrol th a I reloin s 
pounds 01 sleering ellorl normally required . $Ii/l 

Ihrotll e selling wi th 1001 remove d Irom acceler­
rcloins good rood feel, yel provides finger/ip 

a tor pedal. A touch o f Ih e lae 10 Ih e broke
porking and good return alter co rn ering. 

pedal reslor es normal con frol. 
Safe-T-Track Differential-Delivers power in di­

f-Z-fye Glass-Re duces glare and heal wilhreel fOlio 10 Ihe grip of each rear wheel. You 
lully tinted glass. Decreases headlighl glare.won', gel stuck in mud or snow i( ei th er wheel 

moin/oin s traelian. 
Aluminum Wheels -Brakes run cooler wilh Ihese 

Power Window Lilts-Front and rear windows exclusive whe e l hubs and broke drums. Finned 
ca n be raised or lowered from drive r's main lace and drum set up a stream 01 cool air /0 

control panel or from individual windows. make Ihem praclically immune 10 lade. 

POWER STEER tNG 

POWER BRAKES 

SAFE-T-TRACK DtFFERENTtAL 

PDWER WINDOW LIFTS 

E-Z·EYE TtNTED GLASS 

ALUMtNUM WHEELS 

CtqC-L-AiRE AIR CONDITtONtNG 

t;' ~ '+ 
POWER SEAT 

litho in U. s. A. 


